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Safety gear breathes life back into pets

Pets are some of the most vulnerable members of our families. An estimated 500,000 pets are
affected by fires in the United States and more than 40,000 pets die each year due to smoke
asphyxiation.

These bleak statistics inspired Virginia-based Wag'N Enterprises to launch its "O2 Fur Life Program"
to give first responders across the country access to pet oxygen masks that can save an animal's
life in the event of a fire. (Check out the video below.)

Pet oxygen masks are necessary to resuscitate animals that have suffered smoke inhalation.
Unfortunately, most municipalities don't allow their first responders (e.g. police, fire
departments, EMS) to purchase equipment for non-human life support. Since its inception in
February 2008, the "O2 Fur Life Program" has served as a distribution channel for first responders,
providing pet oxygen masks and "Pet Oxygen Masks on Board" decals to more than 50 fire
departments across the United States and Canada.

"We were shocked to find that most fire departments aren't equipped to save your pet's life in an
emergency," says Ines de Pablo, Chief Wag'N Officer. "These pet oxygen masks can be used on
dogs, cats, ferrets, birds, hamsters, alpacas, wolves — you name it."

The "O2 Fur Life Program" aims to outfit every fire department across the United States and
Canada with pet oxygen masks. In addition to helping communities raise enough money to sponsor
local departments, Wag'N also has a fellowship program that uses donated funds to distribute pet
oxygen masks nationally to organizations in need.

Wag'N also helps educate pet parents and first responders how to effectively avoid, prepare for
and respond to emergencies that impact pet health and safety.

Despite the program's accomplishments, de Pablo says her company still has a lot of work to do —
namely by making sure that "every community across the country is aware of the solutions that
will help save the lives of pets and law enforcement K9s."

Although Wag'N is not currently aware of any rescue units in the Bay Area area that have received
mask donations, they have offered to send me one to give to a local fire, police or EMS unit. (See
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